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VoLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE R.C.V.S. 


The Treasurer of the R.C.V.S. recently suggested | 
that members should act as if our Bill had already | 
ed Parliament, and each subscribe one guinea | 
pass , e guinea 
annually to the College Funds. He has himself 
set the example, and a few members have followed 
it; but the £14 14s. paid in the four weeks since 
the publication of Mr. Mulvey’s letter cannot be 
considered a satisfactory reply to his appeal. 
Doubtless money would flow in very much faster 
in response to an official requisition from the 
Council; but the Council as a whole show no 
disposition to issue such an appeal. Instead, they 
prefer to fall back upon a series of retrenchments 
which can only be regarded as gravely impairing 
the efficiency of the College. 

Everyone will admit that the Council may be 
forced to ask for subscriptions sooner or later, and 
there is no reason why they should not do so now. 
The two reasons for not doing so which were 
adduced at the last Council meeting are not con- 
vincing. One of them is the argument that it 
would be better to economise first, and then, if 
necessary, pointing to the economies as proof that 
everything possible has been done, appeal for funds 
to meet any deficit. Would it not be better to 

int to the proposed economies, which are admit- 
tedly at the expense of efficiency, as unavoidable 
without further funds, and appeal for funds in order 
to avoid them? The second suggestion is the fear 
that a successful appeal would be “a strong argu- 
ment” against the Bill. We fail to see how it 
could be. The plea of indebtedness is admittedly 
an effective one in the hands of ministers of religion 
and secretaries of hospitals, and various quasi- 
charitable institutions; but would it be as effective 
from a body of professional men to the British 
House of Commons, which, despite its horrible 
faults, yet includes in its ranks many men of busi- 
ness capacity? Whether a requisition from the 
Council to the profession succeeded or failed, one 
fact would still remain clear—that only subscrip- 
tions from the members can keep the College afloat. 
Any member of Parliament could see that a com-| 
pulsory subscription would at once be more just, | 





subscription, others openly discourage the idea, and 
the Council as a body makes no requisition, sub- 
scriptions are not likely to be plentiful. If it could 
be shown that a sufficient number of members were 
in favour of voluntary subscription rather. than 
retrogressive economies, the Council might be 
induced to issue an appeal. 

The projected economies are not yet adopted— 
they will come before the Council as proposed bye- 
laws next April. There is still time, though not 
much, in which, by various methods, the profession 
may influence the Council. One—a good one— 
would be for veterinary societies to discuss the 
matter and forward resolutions to the Council. 
Societies which do not normally meet before April 
might well hold a special meeting upon so important 
a subject. The discussion should simply concern 
the immediate question of ‘‘ Voluntary Subscription 
versus Retrenchment,” and, as these proposed re- 
trenchments have been published, every member 
should be familiar with them. Again, members 
may follow the Treasurer’s lead, and subscribe 
without waiting for an appeal, and it is evident at 
this juncture a sum of £200 or £300 would be a 
valuable addition to the College Funds. If, by next 
April, sufficient of the societies have declared in 
favour of voluntary subscription, and money is still 
coming in unasked, the Council may at the last 
moment abandon retrenchment and issue a requisi- 
tion. The Council alone can ask for subscriptions 
with a fair prospect of success. Many will respond 
to such an appeal who would not subscribe other- 
wise, and it remains for those who favour voluntary 
subscription to press the Council on this matter. 








A pecuLIAR INoOCULATION-INFECTION OF SWINE. 


Eduard Morton, of Borosjené, has reported a 
peculiar infectious disease which he observed in 
two large pig-keeping establishments after the 
second inoculation against swine erysipelas (Alla- 
torvorsi Lapok). The animals were all attacked at 
the age of three months; and the main symptom 
was the falling off of the teats. The pigs kept in 
good appetite, and showed no disturbance of general 
condition. In some cases sero-hemorrhagic moist 


more productive, and more reliable than a volu: tary | surfaces were found at the places from which the 
one; no success of a voluntary subscription, how-| teats had fallen, while in others the teats “ dried 
ever great, could obscure the fact that the Bill was off” like the spring shoots of trees after a frost. 
still necessary. There is evidence in several | The mammary glands were somewhat swollen. 
directions that many members are ready to sub-| After the falling off of the teats, the resultant defect 
scribe if they are asked to do so by the Council; | healed by granulation and scar formation. 

such evidence is afforded, for example, by the pro-| In many cases the disease attacked all the teats ; 
ceedings of the North Midland V.A., which we in others, only those on one side. Healing took 
print to-day. But, at the present moment, members place without any treatment; but, as the animals 
are waiting for a lead from the Council. So long were very little or absolutely no use for breeding 
as only a few Councilmen advocate voluntary afterwards, the disease caused considerable econ- 
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omic loss. The author thinks that the condition was 
produced by bacteria, and that the necrosis bacillus 
played a part among these.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


An ASCARIS IN THE LIVER OF A Pia. 


Walter Remmler, of Oftenbach, has reported the 
following post-mortem observation made in the 
slaughter-house upon a pig. 

The hepatic lymphatic glands were slightly 
swollen, and were beset with fine red streaks run- 
ning in all directions, so that both upon the surfaces 
and in the interior of the glands a red net-work 
was visible. The rest of the glandular tissue was 
yellow-grey in colour, and was fragile and juicy. 
The fatty tissue attached to the hepatic lymphatic 
glands was filled with copious yellow-red jelly-like 
masses for an area measuring about 8? in. long, 
62 in. broad, 12 in. thick. The serous membrane 
over this altered tissue showed no abnormality. 

While making some incisions through this jelly- 
like mass, Remmler found that he had cut through 
an ascaris. This arrested his attention, as he had 
not yet opened the intestine. Closer examination 
showed that the ascaris was sticking partly in the 
ductus choledochus and partly in a bile duct, and 
that, through the latter passages, its anterior end 
had penetrated for some centimetres into the liver 
(1 centimetre=about 2 inch). 

The walls of both the ductus choledochus and the 
bile duct were greatly thickened, and were beset 
with numerous superficial haemorrhages. The two 
passages together, in their altered condition, formed 
@ fairly stiff tube, into which Remmler could easily 
introduce a lead pencil rather more than 4-inch 
thick. At its end in the liver this tube was 
narrower, corresponding to the shape of the ascaris ; 
but there it still measured about 4 inch. 

Stasis of the gall and icterus had not taken 
place. The gall must therefore have found its way 
past the ascaris into the intestine. 

Beyond the lesions described above, the pig 
showed no abnormality. No other ascarides were 
found, though the intestine was cleansed and 
searched for them. 

From the condition of the ductus choledochus 
and bile duct, it was evident that the ascaris must 
have remained a long time in them to produce the 
lesions.—(Berliner Tier Woch). 


THE ALTERATIONS OF THE MILK IN 
Foot-anp Mourn DIsgase. 


J. Honigmund has reported the result of re- 
searches he has made into this question. His con- 
clusions are as follows. 

The alterations of the milk caused by foot-and- 
mouth disease set in fairly suddenly (in one or two 
days) and gradually decrease again with the re- 
covery of the animal and the increase of the milk 
yield. In-the normal course of the disease the 
alterations in the milk persist for from ten to 
twelve days. The alterations in the milk are not 
typical for foot-and-mouth disease. The quantity 
of milk given decreases markedly in accordance 
with the severity of the disease (sometimes reach- 
ing a decrease of 50%), and does not, as a rule, 





regain its former figure in a fortnight. When the 
udder is involved in the disease, the milk supply 
may be completely suppressed. The specific gravity 
of the milk shows no noteworthy variations. The. 
fat-content increases considerably. The proportion | 
of nitrogenous material undergoes only such vari- 
ations as are also present in the milk of healthy 
cows. The sugar content is lessened. The ash 
content is raised. Even when fever is high, the 
milk shows no external alteration. Physical alter- 
ations of the milk are only present when at the 
same time the udder participates in the disease.— 
—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 








ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[NarronaL V.M.A.—SouTHERN Brancu.] 


The Annual General Meeting was held on Friday, 
January 28th, at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, 
The President, Mr. J. Wrttert, London, was in the 
chair ; and there were also present :—Messrs. G. P. Male, 
Reading (Hon Sec. and Treasurer); J. R. Baxter, Lech- 
lade ; J. Parker, Faringdon (v.p.); H.S. Dann, Reading; 
R. J. Verney, Oxford (Hon. Auditor), and W. Pauer. 
Blackwater, Members; and Messrs. Hugh A. MacCor- 
mack, London, and F. W. Willett, Staines, Visitors. 

The minutes of last meeting were taken as read. 

Correspondence. The Hon. Sec. announced receipt 
of apologies for inability to attend from Messrs. J. 
McKerlie, G. E. King, T. B. Goodall, Prof. Brayley 
Reynolds, Messrs. F. H. W. Cundell, and J. W. McIntosh. 

Mr. W. Shipley, of Great Yarmouth, wrote, thanking 
the Association tor the vote they passed on his resigna- 
tion, and saying that as soon as he was able to do so he 
would return to the fold. He loved to come among so 
many friends. 

A letter from Mr. E. Langford, of Shaftesbury, en- 
closing his subscription, and asking the meeting to 
accept his resignation ; his health did not allow him to 
attend meetings, and he was going to give up practice 
shortly. (The resignation was accepted with great regret, 


Tue Socrety’s INSTRUMENTS. 


The Hon. Sec. informed the meeting that some of 
the tooth instruments belonging to the Association had 
not been returned by the member borrowing them. He 
possessed the teeth shears, which were frequently in 
demand, and would be pleased to lend his forceps at any 
time, until the Association instruments are returned. 

The PRESIDENT expressed the hope that the publica- 
tion of this announcement in the Zhe Record would 
lead to the return of the instruments by the gentleman 
who had borrowed them. 


Perrot TAX AND AND Moror LIcENSEs. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer formally acknowledging the resolution 
of the Association thanking him for reducing the petrol 
tax to veterinary surgeons. Mr. Male added that they 
had got nothing off the motor licenses as yet. 

He read a letter from Sir Fredk. Banbury, acknow- 
ledging the resolution of the Association thanking him 
for the interest he took in the matter. 


ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. VERNEY, the Auditor, presented his statement of 
income and expenditure for the year ended Dee. 31, 
1915. It showed a satisfactory balance. The expendi- 
ture was considerably less than usual, and included 
£5 5s. to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and 
£5 5s.to the Veterinary Relief Fund. 
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The Hon. Sec. thanked Mr. Verney very much for so 
kindly auditing the accounts. He was very pleased that 
the balance was a little more than last year. Members 
had forwarded their subscriptions very promptly as a 
whole, but a certain number were still owing—chiefly 
from men in the army. He asked the ruling of the 
meeting as to the interpretation of the resolution passed 
at last meeting, exempting members on active service, 
at their option, in regard to their subscription for 1915. 
Did this also apply to the 1914 subscription ? 

The PRESIDENT thought the resolution might be con- 
sidered to be retrospective in those cases. The men 
who were serving had quite enough call on their funds, 
to meet the cost of keeping up sepurate establishments 
at home ; and he thought a, might waive the sub- 
scription if so desired. (Hear, hear). 

r. VERNEY said he would be quite in favour of such 
members pleasing themselves. (Hear, hear). 

The financial statement was then unanimously ap- 

ved, on the motion of Mr. Verney, seconded by Mr. 
uer. 


REPRESENTATIVES ON THE CoUNCIL oF THE N.V.A. 


The President, the Hon. Secretary (e2-officio), and 
Messrs. Verney and Parker, were unanimously appointed 
representatives to the Council of the National Veterinary 
Association. 

Cases oF INTEREST. 

Many interesting cases arising in the practice of 
members present were related and freely discussed. 

Mr. Paver asked the meeting to discuss the effects of 
serum treatment in cases of fistula and other pyemic 
conditions. 

Mr. ParKER said that a fortnight ago he had a case 
of a hunter which was staked in the scrotum: this 
was followed by swelling of the abdomen and then of 
the legs right up to the tail, when the horse died. Ina 
similar case two years ago, of a staked mare, the animal 
only lived a fortnight. A post mortem showed that pus 
was running all over the y, up the muscles right to 
the top of the spine, which we could not understand, as 
there was efficient drainage. Both animals fed well 
right up to the last. He did not believe in the efticacy 
of serum treatment in these cases, or for fistula. By 
merely cutting the skin fistulas could be pulled out like 
cricket balls. 

Other members agreed that they had not obtained 
beneficial results from the use of sera in these conditions. 

Mr. MALE stated that for fistulas, gangrenous and 
and ulcerating wounds, in France, for the human sub- 
ject, they were using chloride of lime and Boracic acid 
as a dusting powder, which liberated Chlorine in the 
tissues and gave very rapid relief. Of course, they must 
have surgical interference as well. He had used pre- 
parations giving off Chlorine with good effect in similar 
conditions in animals. 

Ringworm. The PresipEnT said he was not struck 
with Iodine for the treatment of this disease, and when 
they saw confluent patches, probably the breadth of a 
foot each way, he had tried petrol, but did not like it. 
In a lot of those dressings they got acute dermatitis. 
His idea was that if they singed the horse every third 
day they would go far towards a cure, by killing the 


spores. 

Mr. MALE said he had used a good deal of Calcium 
sulphide, which cleansed the local spots, but the disease 
spread to other parts. By washing the whole horse over 
with Calcium sulphide they got rid of it. Pure Jeyes’ 
was also an effective remedy applied to the affected 

The Presipent said Iodine in combination with 
ory was recommended by army authorities ; but they 

to get it ready made up, and might have to wait 
ten days or a fortnight before they got it. Acetic acid 





acted very well, but it caused a sore which took three 
weeks to heal. 

He related an interesting case which occurred about 
five weeks ago. A horse slipped and fractured a femur. 
He was put in slings for five weeks, and now the animal 
was sound and returned to work. Where there was a 
sling-box on the place, even in broken knees or injury 
to the hock or fetlock, putting the animal in slings for 
two or three days greatly assisted recovery. When a 
horse stood four or ; o days he got tired and lay down, 
and he must injure himself considerably on rising again. 
That applied even to broken knees. The difficulty in 
their profession was to combat the ideas of their clients. 
The idea of slings seemed to frighten people. There 
was no displacement of the bones in this case. 

The Hon. Sec. related an interesting case—the com- 
plete fracture of one of the metacarpal bones in a foal 
which was too young to pnt in slings. He put it in 
plaster of Paris, and it made a very good recovery. 

Also a peculiar case of a hackney stallion which was 
being prepared for the London show, and was found one 
morning to have lost partial control of the hind quarters, 
the legs knuckled over, and the horse reeled about. 
There was nothing to feel, and the horse was in no pain 
at all, but, although that was three weeks ago the horse 
was still showing that partial paralysis of the hind 
quarters. The urine was perfectly normal. He could 
only account for it from some injury, but of this there 
was no evidence. 

Mr. ParKER had a similar case in a filly, but it ap- 
peared all right in three or four days. The urine was 
affected. He now had a case of a four-year-old thorough- 
bred horse, which every now and then knuckled over 
and ‘went down on his hind legs from no apparent 
cause. 

The PrestpENt had been called that week to see a 
Gilbey-bred Hackney, which could not stand on one leg, 
and could not get it forward. He thought the horse had 
slipped the patella, but that was in its place. The mus- 
cles of the thigh were bunched up from cramp, but 
rubbing put it right. 

Mr. Paver: A Dachshund had swallowed a rubber 
ball, and when brought to him had been under treat- 
ment for some time in London. On manipulation, he 
was able to feel the ball in the abdomen, and eventually 
by means of forceps extracted it from the rectum. 

Mr. Dunn had treated a retriever that had swallowed 
a golf ball which, after a few days, did not appear to 
inconvenience the host at all. About twelve months 
later the dog died from some other condition, and on a 

st mortem examination the golf bal] was found intact 
in the stomach, which was dilated at the base into a 
small pocket to accommodate it. 

Mr. WILLETT — stated that he had tried the 
new treatment for canker on two cases with quite 
successful results. 


ATTESTED VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Mr. MALE raised the question of the position of veter- 
inary surgeons who had attested for service under Lord 
Derby’s system. He noticed that the medical profession 
advertised that there was a Central Committee in 
London to which medical men who had been attested 
should apply with a view to being enrolled in the 
R.A.M.C., so that they should not be treated as com- 
batants by the recruiting authorities. What would be 
the position of veterinary surgeons! They knew that 
the army wanted veterinary surgeons ; and it would be 
very much nicer that they should be enrolled as veter- 
inary surgeons. He thought that was a matter that 
they should bring before the Council. (Hear, hear). A 
man might be called on to appear at the recruiting 
office and be marched off with a batch of recruits, and 
of course he would have to go. That need not happen 
if proper steps were taken. (Hear, hear). 
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The PresipEnT asked if a resolution passed that day 
would be too late if brought before the next meeeting 
of Council ? 

The How. Sec., in reply, pointed out that there was a 
War Emergency Committee which was already sitting. 
He thought it could do no harm to bring before that 
Committee a recommendation that steps should be taken 
to enrol in the A.V.C. those members of the profession 
who had attested under Lord Derby’s scheme. 

The PREsIDENT, and other members, expressed their 
eutire concurrence in this view, and a resolution pro- 
posed by Mr. MALE, and seconded by Mr. PARKER, was 
unanimously passed by the meeting. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. J. WILLETT, M.R.c.v.s., Harley Place, N.W. 


Gentlemen,—It is, I know, the custom for each new] 
elected President to read an address at the meeting fol- 
lowing his election, but before doing so, please allow me 
to thank a for the honour conferred upon me. It isan 
honour that every member of this Association should 
hope to have, if he has any ambition at all, and whoever 
occupies this chair is always sure of the loyal support 
of the members over whom he presides. It is my mis- 
fortune to be elected at a time when many of our Asso- 
ciation are away on active service, and, therefore, I 
cannot hope to have very full meetings, but may I make 
a special appeal to those who remain to attend as often 
as possible ? 

I hope you are not expecting a long address from me, 
for if you do, I am afraid you will be greatly disap- 
pointed. Personally, I think the address is the only 
drawback to the pleasure of the occupation of this chair. 
For one thing, there is no discussion permitted, there- 
fore, I may say what I like without fear of being con- 
tradicted, and that does away with half the interest ; 
for it is only in debate that we learn other people’s ideas 
and correct our own. I propose to give the meeting a 
few short notes on matters affecting our profession 
which have occurred to my mind. 

Without being unduly pessimistic, I am afraid we are 
in for troublous times during the next few years, more 
especially directly after the war. Many of the veter- 
inary surgeons who have joined for that period have 
sacrificed their practices ; others, who have been assist- 
ants will naturally endeavour to take up again their 
positions in civil life, but will positions be open for 
them? There has been an enormous development in 
the production of motor cars, and through the necessi- 
ties of the war very serious depletion of the number of 
horses in Great Britain, and many firms, to my personal 
knowledge, although believing that horses are the more 
economical, have been forced to acquire motors to carry 
on their businesses ; and when once motors have been 
acquired, I doubt very much if they will again revert to 
horses. This, without doubt, will mean a considerable 
shrinkage in our income. 

The eee College of Veterinary Surgeons have been 
strenuously working to benefit our members who have 
joined the A.V.C., and asa result we find that, after 
twelve months approved service, they get an increase in 
rank, with a corresponding increase in pay, and now we 
hear that our Territorial officers are to be placed on the 
same basis. This recognition is only just, and in my 
opinion, too long delayed ; but what benefit it will be 
to those who already hold the rank of Captain, and have 
held - for some years, I must confess I do not under- 
stand. 

The present financial state of the R.C.V.S. is very 
grave, and we notice that they are doing all in their 
— to economise to tide over the crisis until the new 

harter is granted. It has occurred to me that our 
Societies might help our A/ma mater in her difficulties, 
either by handing over to the Council their surplus 


funds as a free gift, or lending them free of interest 
until their funds are adequate to meet the calls made 
upon them. 

Now a few words as to the Veterinary Colleges. [ 
very much doubt if there are enough graduates coming 
forward to properly fill one of the schools, and yet there 
are five trying to make ends meet, with the necessar 
Professors attached. One wonders where it will all end. 
It seems to me a great pity that snch an institution as 
the Royal Veterinary College in a great City like London 
did not, some forty years ago, work on the same lines as 
our London hospitals, viz., make it a free clinique, and 
hospital for the poor owner, and apply to the public for 
funds: whereby, the subscribers could give a letter of 
admittance for deserving cases. What a fine 4 an 
tunity of seeing practice for the student! And there 
would have then been no need for taking in cases which 
should have legitimately belonged to members of the 
profession practising in that city. Again, [ doubt if we 
should have ever heard of ‘Our Dumb Friends’ League,” 
and other more or less charitable institutions in the met- 
ropolis. These are able to get plenty of subscriptions 
from the general public, and to treat animals to the 
detriment of members of our profession. 

To revert to members of our profession serving with 
the Expeditionary Forces—there have been many eulo- 
gistic letters and articles in the press, praising their 
efforts in saving the lives of their patients, and how well 
they have organised the numerous hospitals. These 
efforts have brought their reward, as seen by the honours 
gained by our men, and shown in the Gazette from time 
to time, but this only applies to the French Expedi- 
tionary Force. I notice, and I dare say you all have, 
too, that not one of our men has been mentioned in the 
despatches of the late G.O.C. Mediterranean Forces. 
Why this should be I don’t know. For surely there are 
as good men at Gallipoli and in Egypt as there are in 
France, but unfortunately, they did not “meet the 
Speaker’s eye,” as quoted in Parliament. 

I understand there are many more veterinary officers 
needed for the divisions of our “new army,” being 
formed, but where they are to come from is a serious 
question. Anyhow, after this war is over, I believe 
future Presidents of this Association will never need to 
ask twice for a paper for our meetings. I can see Mr. 
P. Simpson with a paper on, shall we say, “Tapeworm 
in the camel,” and Mr. Tennant with “Sand colic in the 
elephant : symptoms, treatment, etc.,” or some subject 
equally interesting ! 

There are many of us who would like to go and “do 
our bit” at the front, but are prevented from one cause 
or another. What are we doing at home? We are 
keeping our ends up, some with much lessened incomes, 
but still doing our best for those who are away, and 
trying to benefit the community in healing our patients 
and preventing the spread of disease. In fact, the most 
interesting paper I have heard this year was from one 
of the members of this Association—I mean Mr. Verney 
—showing the work done in Oxfordshire in trying to 
prevent the spread of contagious abortion. 

Then I notice the experimental inoculation in swine 
fever. If it should be successful it will be a great boon 
to the pig owners of this country. Again, there is from 
time to time an outbreak of ‘Toth-enbeneulh disease. 
A propos, I have been told that this disease is very pre- 
valent in France, near the fighting line, and it has been 
found necessary for the soldiers to have their boots and 
clothes disinfected before proceding on leave home, and 
in some cases to give them new clothes throughout. 
Then again, shall we have a recrudescence of glanders in 
England, as a result of animals being returned from 
a after the war? All these matters give food for 
thought. 

In conclusion, it is interesting to look back thirty 








years and compare it with now ; then try and look for- 
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ward thirty years. Who would have thought there 
would be such a revolution in the ideas of the veterinary 
surgeon of to-day, and that he would be attending his 
cases in an animated oi! can? Then let us think that 
even in the next decade we may see our energetic Sec- 
retary climbing up to the flat roof of his house, jumping 
into his aeroplane, and off to a case of colic twenty miles 
away, and, should he have forgotten the necessary medi- 
cines, turning on the tap for one ounce of petrol and one 
pint of lubricating oil to ease the pain of his patient. 


vote of thanks to the 
he was sure, all present 
Mr. Willett, 
and oe that, although their numbers were depleted, 
he would have a very pleasant year of office. (Applause). 

Mr. Paver seconded the resolution, which was carried 
by acclaim. 

The PresipENnT thanked them very much for the vote; 
and the business meeting closed. 


Mr. VERNEY moved a heart 
President for his address, which, 
had very much enjoyed. He congratulated 


An informal dinner was served at the Hotel, under 
the genial presidency of Mr. Willett. 
G. P. Mats, Hon. Sec. 








NORTH MIDLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[NationaL V.M.A.—NorTHERN Brancu.]} 


The Quarterly Meeting was held in the Grand Hotel, 
Sheffield, on Tuesday, January 18th. Present: Messrs. 
T. C. Fletcher (President), H. Thompson (Hon. Treas.), 
J.S. Lloyd (Hon. Sec.), T. Bowett, R. Hudson, S. H. 
Nixon, M. Robinson, 8. E. Sampson. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were con- 
firmed on the proposition of Mr. M. Robinson, seconded 
by Mr. 8. H. Nixon. 

The report of the general meeting held January 4th, 
1916, was adopted, on the proposition of Mr. M. Robin- 
son, seconded by Mr. 8. H. Nixon. 

he President (Mr. T. C. Fletcher) proposed, and Mr. 
S. E. Sampson seconded, that Messrs. J. Asson, B. P. 
Boyz, W. Brown, A. D. Moraan, and J. H. Yates 
be elected Honorary Associates of the North Midland 
Veterinary Association eure te period of the war. 

The resignations of Mr. H. R. Laycock and Mr. H. W. 
Dawes were accepted. 

The question of contributing to the Anglo-Franco- 
Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund and to the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund was left over. 

An apology for inability to be present was received 
from Mr. E. Marrison, of Bakewell. 

The balance sheet and financial statement was sub 
mitted by the Hon. Treasurer, and was approved on the 
motion of Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Bowett. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. T. C. FLETCHER. 


Gentlemen,—Permit me to thank you for the honour 
pe have done me in electing me as President of the 
orth Midland Veterinary Association for the comin 
‘ovat The duties, I know, will be of a pleasurable kind, 

use I am assured of your support in carrying those 
duties out. This Association is only a young one, and it 
behoves us to put all our energies into keeping it alive 

energetic enough to be of use to the profession to 
which we belong, and to the advance of this particular 
Association. It is unusual, I know, to discuss presi- 
dential addresses, but if I might depart from the usual 
procedure I should like to throw mine open to discussion 
so that any remarks I may venture to give may call 





forth opinions for or against, and that each one of you 
a give your mind an airing upon the subject. 
he financial position of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, as disclosed at their meeting on January 
7th, and reported in last week’s Record, is one that 
must cause us “furiously to think,” because from the 
reading of the report of the Chairman of the Finance 
Committee it is plain that bankruptcy stares us in the 
face, and is only a question of time. Why should not 
the profession act as though the Bill had passed, and 
subscribe £1 a year each member (not a guinea—which 
is a relic of old times); why should not we be asked to 
subscribe this amount and fill up a form promising so to 
do until the Bill becomes law and option becomes no 
choice? That it would be freely responded I have no 
doubt, and were the appeal made in direct form to each 
member, and not through the medium of the veterinary 
ress, I think few of us would hesitate to save our Col- 
ege from coming under the powers of an official receiver. 

One is pleased to read that the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons has at last taken seri- 
ously into consideration retrenchments in the finances, 
because it has long been evident to anybody not on the 
Council that the cost of the examinations has been 
exorbitant, and could and should have been cut down 
years ago. 

Let the Council of the Roya] College of Veterinary 
Surgeons show that they are in earnest in their endeav- 
ours to make both ends meet, and the members of the 
profession will assist them. 

It would be impossible in a Presidential address to 
leave out a reference to the war, because the depleted 
attendance at our meetings brings home the fact very 
vividly to those of us who are left at home, and we ho 
when our members come amongst us again they will 
open forth and tell us some of their experiences in this, 
the greatest war in the world’s history. At present, 
these observations are conspicuous by their absence— 
even subjects that I know would be passed by the 
Censor have not reached us. 

The question of drugs used in our routine practice is 
one that must call forth some remark, as some that were 
in occasional use have become practically unobtainable, 
whilst all have risen in price. What are we to use in 
place of Sodae salicil for rheumattsm? Of the obtain- 
able drugs that we have in constant use, Opium is at 
40/- per lb., Pot. Iod. 19/-, Chloral hydrat. 17/-, Quinine 
5/2 per oz., Cantharides 16/- per lb., Pot. Brom. 30/-. 
The civil veterinary surgeon with a desire to do the best 
for his patients must view with alarm the rising prices, 
and consider whether he is justified in sticking to the 
prices he has formerly charged his clients for their stock 
medicines. 

Motor traction has become a serious menace to one 
side of our professional livelihood, and the dearth and 
increased price of working horses is inducing many of 
our clients to make the change, and once having made 
the change they will never go back to the use of horses 
again. Many members of the profession think that 
other fields of duties will be thrust upon us, such as in- 
creased cattle practice, attention to other domesticated 
animals, veterinary preventive medicine, etc. ; but I am 
not so optimistic, for I find the owners of farm stock are 
becoming more educated to the diseases incidental to 
their stock, and less inclined to call in professional aid. 
Canine practice isa good source of income in towns, 
and should be paid attention to by us, but it is of no 
account in country districts. 

I am afraid I have rambled in my address to you this 
evening, but you must forgive me. There are many 

inte I could have touched upon, all of interest to us, 

ut there is an interesting subject to be brought before 
you to-night by Mr. Hudson, and he merits most of your 
consideration. 

I thank you, Gentlemen, for a patient hearing. 
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-for service. 


Mr. S. E. Sampson: I think the address which we 
have just listened to from our worthy President is of 
very practical value coming from a man of his experi- 
ence, and I welcome his suggestion that we should dis- 
cuss it. Undoubtedly his opening remarks with regard 
to the financing of our College refer to practically the 
greatest thing we have in front of us to-day, and one 
can hardly express, perhaps, surprise enough that our 
Council has not taken any steps of retrenchment before. 
We have seen examiners going to different centres where 
there have been only one or two students to examine, 
and the expenses had been excessive for the number of 
students to be examined. Some favour one centre and 
some another, and if it were not for the influence of some 
of the schools we should see one centre of examination 
for the United - ae which I, personally, think is 
the angel thing. If I might be allowed to go a little 
further, speaking with regard to the Council, I should 
have liked them to have made some suggestion as to 
what ought to be done by men in the profession who 
are of mi a’ age, and who are liable to be called upon 

here are men of military age who have no 
lead from the Council as to what to do—whether to 
be attested, or not. I think some suggestion might 
have been made as to taking a poll of the districts to 
see who could be spared. I should very much like to 
see something done in this matter. Perhaps the mem- 
bers of the Council are above military age, and it has 
not struck them. I thank Mr. Fletcher for his address. 

Mr. J.S. Luoyp: Mr. Sampson has jnst touched upon 
the two things which I had intended to speak on, and 
whilst confining my remarks to these things I hope some 
members will take up any other point Mr. Fletcher has 
raised, and discuss it if they think fit. In regard to the 
financial position of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and retrenchment, I believe that the question 
of having one centre of examination has been mentioned 
several times, but the statement has always been trotted 
out that they cannot do that without a further Bill. 
The present Bill, to my mind, always has been and 
always will be, something to take a guinea out of each 
veterinary practitioner’s pocket every year, and give 
nothing in return. 

I wrote on the subject when it came forward the first 
time, and suggested that they should issue an invitation 
to all members to give some subscription to help the 
finances of the Col Ee, but they have gone on the lines 
of forcing the Bill. hy do not they put in a clause 
empowering them to hold the examination at one centre? 
There is no question as to the advisabilty as regards the 
student of the College. If one centre were adopted the 
students would all be in a strange place, and the condi- 
tions would be equal. The students who are being ex- 
amined at the place where they receive their tuition 
have a great advantage over men who have to travel. 
If everyone was to be on the same level, and the exam- 
inations were held at one place quite away from the 
Colleges it would be a great advantage. If it is neces- 
sary to get Parliamentary power for this it would be 
advisable to drop the present Bill, and draft a new one 
embodying this power. 

Iu re to the second matter—the question of attest- 
ation of veterinary surgeons—I must say that I am dis- 
tinctly surprised the National Veterinary Association 
have not taken this > If there is anything they could 
do it is this—they could have called a Council meeting at 
a central town to discuss the matter, and communicate 
the decision to the members of the profession. 

These are the only two matters which have struck me 
in regard te Mr. Fletcher’s address, and I think that per- 
haps if we could see our way to send some resolution to 
the National Council on these lines I should be prepared 
to move a resolution. I would like to say before I sit 
down that we are very much indebted to Mr. Fletcher 


do express the hope that all the members who can poss- 
ibly attend will do so and support him. I move that 
our best thanks be given to Mr. Fletcher for bis address. 

Mr. T. Bowetr: Mr. President,—I understand that 

ou made some suggestion that members of the pro- 
ession should send a subscription of £1 to support the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Have you any 
suggestion as to how the members of the profession 
should be approached and the scheme started? Would 
our —— make some effort to solicit subscrip- 
tions ' 

The PresipENT: I hoped that some member would 
propose that the Royal College be written to, suggesting 
that they should circularise each member of the pro- 
fession, asking them to promise a subscription until the 
Bill becomes law. 

Mr. Rosrnson: I have great pleasure in seconding the 
vote of thanks pro d by Mr. Lloyd to Mr. Fletcher 
for his address and for accepting the Presidency in these 
very bad times, and I do hope the members will rally 
round him and come as often as possible. I know there 
are great difficulties at present, and many things arise, 
often at the last moment, which prevent members from 
attending our meetings. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 

The Presmpent: Gentlemen,—I thank you very 
heartily for your vote of thanks for my Presidential 
address. I think I have opened out a new idea with 
regard to Presidential addresses, in throwing mine open 
to discussion. Presidential addresses are always difficult 
to write, and it is difficult to give one without knowing 
that there are some points in it which might call forth 
diverse expressions of opinion, such as the Association 

iving recommendations to the Council of the Royal 

llege. I think it would not be amiss if this Associa- 
tion were to pass some form of resolution giving our de- 
cided opinion as to whether we view with favour the 
form of subscription that should be taken to save the 
Royal College from a 
hen again, the matter of the release of students and 
practitioners is another point in reference to which some 
resolution might go from this Association. 

It is not for me to enlarge upon my address, because 
had [ more time, and had not had to write it, I, perhaps, 
could have given you a better address than the written 
one, but I am open to receive, and shall be pleased to 
have, any resolution. 

I thank you very heartily for the kind words which 
you have said with reference to my year of office, and I 
trust that we shall not always have the small meeting 
that we have to-day. The time for which the meeting 
has been fixed for to-day has, to my mind, a lot to do 
with the small attendance. 


SOME SURGICAL CASES. 
Mr. R. Hupson, F.R.c.v.s., Retford. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen—When yielding to 
our Hon. Secretary’s request for a paper I must confess 
I did so more from a sense of duty than pleasure, 
because during the anxious time we are passing through 
one finds it difficult to bring to bear the necessary 
concentration of thought and work which a paper needs. 
The subject I originally intended to deal with would 
not take shape, so I have fallen back on a series of 
surgical cases which I hope will be of interest to you. 


ABSCESS IN THE INFERIOR MAXILLA. 


The animals affected are usually young ones, and 
likely to be suffering from dentition trouble. Two 
cases have recently been brought to my notice, one a 
Shire colt, the other a pony, both rising three years old. 
In the first case the swellings shown were about the size 
of a cocoa-nut, on the near side, a ns toa 





for accepting the Presidency and for his address, and I 


little above the sub-maxillary~artery. me pain was 
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shown on manipulation, and a small hole covered by 
dry discharge was found in the centre, at what would 
be the edge of the bone. A similar condition existed 
on the off side, but the enlargement was much smaller. 
A small hole existed from which pus leaked. The 
owner informed me that the enlargements had been 
bursting and healing for several months. The symptoms 

inted to an abscess cavity in the bone, so I decided 


to cast the cclt and open up the cavity. Five per cent. |p 


solution of cocaine was injected at several points over 
the lower surface, an elliptical piece of skin about 4 by 

ins. was removed, along with the underlying con- 
nective tissue and a cartilaginous substance, then a hole 
sufficient to admit four fingers was chipped with mallet 
and chisel into the cavity. About 8 oz. of stinking pus 
was released. Examination of the interior revealed the 
roots of molar teeth, granulation tissue and bands, but 
I could not detect any necrotic area, though such might 
be nt. The cavity was swabbed out with iodine, 
and later washed out with a weaker solution—1 in 8— 
but it still smells badly, though the discharge and 
en ment is much less. I am endeavouring to brin 
about a healthy secretion and keep the cavity open unti 
it is redueed by contraction of the walls and the pro- 
duction of granulation tissue. 

The second case showed an enlargement on one side 
about the size of a hen’s egg and a small hole through 
which foul pus leaked. I injected the hole with tinc. 
iodine, but the injection was retained, so I enlarged the 
hole to the size of half-an-inch, when I was able to flush 
it out satisfactorily. It has made slow but good pro- 

The swelling has become reduced in size, but 
there is still a little discharge. 


SLIPPING OF THE FLEXOR PEDIS PERFORATUS TENDON 
OFF THE POINT OF THE Os CALCIS. 


Although rare, I should like to relate this case 
because of the remarkable coincidence which, happened 
in connection with it. The subject was a posting mare, 
and the condition had become so bad that she was use- 
less for any work. When weight came on the leg she 
was unable to hold the hock rigid, and so the quarter 
sank. The perforatus tendon was observed to slip out- 
wards until held by the branch of the gastrocnemius 
tendon, which had doubtless become stretched. The 
condition had come on gradually, eventually becoming 
so bad that the owner decided to have her shot. This 
decision was arrived at on a Saturday. On the follow- 
ing afternoon I ge up The Veterinary Record, and 
about the first thing that attracted my attention was a 
translation from an Italian paper of an operation on a 
= case. I had not seen or heard of the condition 

ore. 

As the mare was to be destroyed on the following day 
I visited the owner and arranged to carry out the opera- 
tion as described by the Italian veterinary surgeon. 
The operation suggested was: the division of the per- 
foratus tendon between the hock and fetlock, and point 
firing deeply the side of the Os calcis where the tendon 

over. 
operation was carried out, and the mare rested 
seven or eight weeks. When put to work no slipping 
of the tendon could be seen, though the quarter sank a 
lower than the other. She pulled a bus about for 
two or three _ but I forget what happened to her. 

The operation of 7’enotomy for contracted tendons was 
once very fashionable judging by the opinion of old 
writers, but with me results have been very varied. One 
So gemma as soon as the wounds were healed (about a 

), commenced to contract again so rapidly that in 
about fourteen days the animal could scarcely balance 
, and had to be shot. There did not appear to be 

any active inflammatory process going on in the tendons. 


FRACTURE OF JAW IN THE Doc. 


No. 1. An old Sheftield workman living in Retford 
brought to. me one night a racing whippet which had 
been run over by a motor car. The upper and lower 
jaws were fractured. The fracture of the upper jaw 
separated the incisor teeth in the middle line, pushing 
out the teeth en masse on one side as far as the canine. 
The opening between the central incisors would be } in. 
he gum and palate were broken through for some dis- 
tance. The lower jaw was in two pieces, the fracture 
occurring in the middle line between the central incisors. 
The teeth were not loosened or broken individually. I 
advised the owner to have her destroyed. He was very 
upset, and told me she had been one of the best at her 

me, and would be worth £8 or £9 asa brood bitch. 

he old man seemed so fond of her that I decided to 
try and put the fractures together. Having administered 
an injection ef 7 gr. Morpbia and waited until it acted 
I pressed the upper incisors almost into position and 
bound them with silver wire to the canines. I bound 
the lower incisors in the same manner, then bringing 
the cree and lower teeth together in a proper grip 
bound them round with Seoul tape sufficiently tight to 
maintain them in apposition, securing above and below 
to tape round the neck. The tape required — the 
second day, but was not removed until 14 days later, 
when a whippet muzzle was put on, and no solid food 
allowed for two months. During the first two weeks 
she was fed' by spoon into the side of the mouth, taking 
milk or soup. It was a labour of love for the old man, 
but he was rewarded by an excellent recovery. The 
upper incisors were a little out of place, otherwise the 
grip was perfect. 

Vo. 2. <A large red retriever of a particularly savage 
disposition was brought to me with a fracture of one 
side of the lower jaw. She had been run into by a train 
ata level crossing. Examination showed it to be a clean 
fracture, about on a level with the premolars. The 
direction of the fracture was on the slant about 1 inch— 
the posterior half was very loose. Having had such a 
good result in the preceding case, I was keen on fixing 
this if I could ; also, this being a good dog belonging to 
a good client, I was particularly anxious to do some- 
thing. An injection of Morphia was not satisfactory in 
this case, so I tried Chloroform. The patient fought 
against it and was very excitable and difficult to manage, 
though, of course, tied down. Having brought him 
under its influence, the muzzle was removed and the 
divided ends of the bones brought into position. Two 
wire sutures were passed round the jaw enveloping the 
ends of the fracture. The needle entered at the lower 
border of the jaw, passed along the side of the bone, was 
brought into the mouth, between two teeth, ending 
again on the ys oe side, keeping close to the bone, 
and out at the edge of the jaw where it first entered. 
The suture was then twisted up. A second suture was 
carried round the bone enclosing the divided ends in a 
similar way, about half an inch below. After three at- 
tempts, owing to the animal coming out of the anzs- 
thetic while operating, I —— to get the sutures 
fixed satisfactorily, and bound the jaws together round 
the nose, as in the previous case. 

The animal was fed with a syringe for a fortnight, 
and then given soft food only for about two months, a 
muzzle being worn to prevent him picking up food 
which would require grinding The keeper had a 
trying time feeding him for the first fortnight, for 
of course, the animal required a large quantity of food, 
but he was rewarded by a recovery. e impor- 
tance of binding the jaws together in these cases will be 
evident to all—movement must be restricted while 
union takes place. 

In both cases the spoon or syringe was taken to 
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readily, and where the patient is a favourite, or valu- 
able, the time is well spent. The sutures were removed 
after four weeks by untwisting, raising a little and 
dividing in the mouth, then extracting at the edge of 
the jaw. 

IMPERFORATE HyYMEN. 

My attention was called to this case because, to use 
the words of the owner, “she forced out her bladder 
when she reared up.” The subject was a valuable 
hackney filly, about two years old, in show condition 
and tull of fire. Proceeding to examine her she soon 
showed me she would have none of it, and during her 
antics out came the bladder-like structure from her 
vagina and remained a few seconds. It ballooned out 
to the size of a large cocoanut. Suspecting what it 
was, and considering the difficulty in doing anything 
with her in the standing position, [ cast her. During 
her struggles while cast the protrusion recurred again 
and remained so, enabling me to make a satisfactory 
examination. It contained no fluid, but appeared to be 
blown up by gas. I incised it freely vertically and 
it Senet back. Vaginal examination proved it to be 
an imperforate hymen. 

have had several cases where cord-like remains 
have existed in mares which would not*breed. The 
have generally been attached to the vagina at oo 
end of the cord. I have removed them and the 
mares have bred afterwards, so I think it possible these 
cord-like remains occasionally interfere with animals 
breeding. 

EVERSION OF THE REcTUM. EXCISION OF THE 

PROTRUDING PORTION. 


The subject was a yearling Shire colt. He was found 
in the field with the bowel protruding, and I was 
ed in. On examination it was evident that the 
bowel had been Ry age for some days for it was 
tumified, lacerated by rubbing against fencing, and 
ee It measured about eight inches. I could not 
handle him very well owing to restlessness, so cast him. 
Having emptied the rectum, washed with antiseptic 
solution, I smeared well with lard, and after some 
difficulty managed to replace the prolapsed portion. 
mage the anus around with cloths, I tied his tail 
down by cord under the body to a collar, tying the 
collar to a surcingle to hold it in position, but I was not 
hopeful of success in retaining the rectum in position. 
Explaining my fears to the owner, I told him to send 
the animal in to me the next morning if it appeared 
in. He came in. I had decided on the removal of 
the stinking mass of protruded bowel. 
After casting, anesthetising, emptying rectum, wash- 
ing with carbolic solution, I passed a tape suture 
through the skin and bowel in the upward direction, 
then one from side to side to hold the bowel from 
slipping into the rectum after removal of the protruding 
portion. An incision was carried round, and as it came 
to the tape sutures they were tied and the ends left on 
op at, while numerous interrupted sutures of strong 
ilk were inserted through the muceus membrane, sub- 
cutaneous tissue, and skin of the anus. The colt was 
put into a box on peat moss, and given three soft bran 
mashes daily with gruel to drink. He was very weak 
from constant straining before the operation, so I did not 
give a Purgative, hoping to keep fzces soft by laxative 
iet. I left the rectum alone until he showed signs of 
discomfort on the third day, when after Inbricating my 
well, I removed a quantity of feces, with some 
pain to the patient. Allowing the feces to accumulate 
until he showed signs of wanting to empty his rectum, 
removing them soon became a daily job. Considerable 
swelling took place just inside the anus, and later some 
contraction about a hand’s length inside. The sutures 


gradually broke down. Feces became so difficult to 
remove owing to constriction and pain, that I hit on 
employing the hose pipe with a strong flush of water, 
This acted splendidly, for guided by my hand | 
was enabled to break down feces which had become 
very dry, probably owing to the inflammatory condition 
of the region. I was obliged to carry out this operation 
for about three weeks, when the colt fey became 
able to evacuate the rectum without help. The parts 
became more normal, the constriction slowly dis- 
appeared. He left my stables about five weeks after 
entering, with instructions for keeping up and feeding 
on maskes until he could pass motions freely. The 
owner kept him so for about a fortnight, then turned 
him out to grass to take his chance. He came alright, 
and the owner kept him for some months, eventually 
selling him, because as he told me, he feared he might 
go wrong again, though I did not think he would. 

do not know why he should have everted the 
rectum. I had a dale case in an aged horse during 
the time this one was being treated. It was only 
a small protrusion, and was cured by the owner re- 
placing directly it was observed. The cases occurred 
during the months of May and June, 1914. 

On mentioning the cases to a brother practitioner, he 
told me that a friend had had two or three cases in 
his practice about the same time. 

In conclusion, I beg to apologise for the raggedness of 
my notes—I will not call this a ‘paper. My methods 
and your methods.may be different, and if free dis- 
cussion of them leads to the development of the best, 
we shall all be the gainers. 

The PrEsIDENT : Gentlemen,—We have all been in- 
terested in Mr. Hudson’s notes on his surgical cases, and 
I would ask you to pick out, those of you who have not 
made notes, the cases that have most impressed each 
one of you, particularly those with which you have had 
difficulties in your own particular practices. To take 
each case as Mr. Hudson has mentioned it would 
perhaps not be quite so interesting as for each one to 
take any particular case that occurs to him. I was par- 
ticularly struck with Mr. Hudson’s operation on Ever- 
sion of the rectum. I have had one or two cases te deal 
with, but I must say I have never been brave enough to 
attempt operation. I remember, as a younger man, 
having a go at a pig, but I do not think my operation 
was successful, and it was really such a dirty job that I 
do not mean ever to attempt an operation in that parti- 
cular animal again. I once had an animal that had 
Eversion of the rectum. It was not a bad case in this 
respect—it yielded to treatment on being put back again 
two or three times, but it was, perhaps, not a case of the 
extent of Mr. Hudson’s. I am sure there is great credit 
due to him for the amount of energy he displayed in 
that particular case. 

His treatment of fracture of the jaws in dogs has 
been very interesting, because these are cases which we 
town veterinary surgeons get, and I have been success- 
ful in the treatment of some of them by the tying to- 

ther of the incisor teeth with tape or with silver wire. 
eis remarkable how well they do providing that youhave 
a dog in perfect health. Thedifficulty always has been in 
these cases to prevent the animals from feeding. They 
are animals that have a good appetite as a rule, and to 
keep them on sloppy food is one of the difficulties, I 
have generally adopted the plan of chopping their meat 
—when it can be given—into a form of mincemeat. 

Cases of abscesses in the sub-maxilla—I take it that 
Mr. Hudson means in each case a pure bone disease. 
These cases are bothering to a veterinary surgeon be- 
cause of the long continuation of them. I can call to 
mind several cases where the amy has existed or 
gone on for a couple of years There has been a small 
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enlargement of the bone—I do not mean one of those 
bad cases. You may try the insertion of a probe which 
wanders about inside for some distance, the enlargement 
of the opening, and the injection of different forms of 
dressing, but still you do that for such a continuous 
time that your client gets tired of dressing it. In those 
cases 1 think the application of a blister is perhaps the 
best treatment, and given time, I generally find that the 
animals do well. 

I shall be glad to hear from any other member of the 
Association his experience as to any of these cases. 

Mr. S. E. Sampson: I have listened with great interest 
to Mr. Hudson’s paper, and cannot but admire his able 
surgery, especially with regard to the rectum case. We 
have all had a few cases of pigs with the rectum out, 
and I usually get a large pair of scissors, take off the 
mucous membranes ani reduce the size, and put them 


back. 

I had a horse about two years ago, late one night, 
where I found he had about a foot of the rectum out. 
The reason was that the owner knew “a bit too much,” 
and had injected a strong salt solution, with the result 
that the horse had strained badly. I bathed the part 
and softened it, and got it back without much trouble. 
The irritaticn was very great, and I did not know what 
to do to allay it. I inserted an ordinary pessary, and 
although the trouble recurred the animal recovered, and 
the rectum went back easily. 

The difficulty in treating fracture of the jaw in dogs 
is the keeping of the dog’s paws off the tape. The 
fastening of the teeth by wire does undoubtedly produce 
some good results. 

I had a case just recently of a cart horse with sub- 
maxilla abscess. His mother died when he was about 
three days old, and he was reared as an orphan and has 
always ae weakly. He had some tooth trouble a 
short time ago. I rasped his teeth and could not find 
much wrong. I was asked to see him some time after 
and found he had some swelling. I suggested that he 
would have to have some teeth out. He was sent to me 
for operation. I got him cast. I took out a diseased 
tooth and a considerable amount of stinking pus came 
out. When the colt got up he seemed much easier. In 
washing his mouth out about the third day I saw some- 
thing come out of his mouth and a thing flopped out on 
to the floor, which on examination I found to be the 
wall of an abscess cavity about the size of a Canary 
banana. The stench from it was very bad. I eventually 
discharged him, thinking that the swelling would go 
down. Iam now informed by the owner that the colt 
is not doing well, that the swelling has not gone down, 
and that probably he wants some more teeth extracting. 
I thank Mr. Hudson for his remarks, and hope that we 
shall derive some benefit from his r. 

Mr. 8. H. Nixon: I must thank Mr. Hudson for his 
very interesting reports of these surgical cases, I have 
not had much experience of them. e have had very 
little trouble except in cases of fracture of dogs’ jaws 
where the animals have been pawing at the tapes. 

With regard to laceration of tendon—not long ago I 

a case of a mare and a horse trying to get into the 
stable together. They bumped and the mare was nearly 
knocked over. She stepped on a soft soap tin and the 
tendon was completely severed. I tried to pick up the 
tendon but was not successful. I put stitches in and 
dressed it. I continued the treatment until the stitches 
commenced to come out. There was not a great deal of 
synovial discharge. However, as soon as the stitches 

to come out I left the bandages off and washed 
frequently with “Upad” solution. The mare made a 
splendid recovery, and went to work at the end of about 
eight weeks. 

r.J.8. Luoyvp: One of the advantages of being 
Hon. Secretary is that you get the opportunity of 
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persuading people to come and give papers, and if you 
cannot get them to read 7 the best thing is to get 
them to giye promises. Mr. Hudson has fulfilled his 
promise. 

I did not hear the whole of Mr. Hudson’s paper, but 
I take it that when he speaks of “ Imperforate Hymen” 
he is referring to what is known as “ White Heifer 
Disease.” The first case I met was in a white heifer. 
I went to a cottage and found the heifer was down, do- 
ing some straining, occasionally moaning, and was 
supposed to be in calf. I put my hand into the vagina 
and could get no further. I emptied the rectum and 
found a great bag of tinid. I do not remember whether 
I was qualified at the time, but I know I did not feel 
inclined to take heroic measures, and the heifer had to 
be killed. 

I was some time after called to a roan heifer a little 
over a yearling. It was in poor condition, and had 
always done badly. I came to the conclusion that it 
had “White Heifer Disease.” I introduced a trocar 
and canula into the hymen and eventually got an open- 
ing. I got a stinking discharge, and I take it that the 
heifer must have had the hymen opened at some time, 
otherwise there would not have been the bad smell. By 
inserting the female catheter attached to an enema 
syringe and pumping I got some of the discharge away. 
I repeated the pumping every day for a few days. The 
heifer made a good recovery and did well, and was 
fattened. That is the only experience I have had of 
treating that kind of case, and I was rather surprised 
that it was successful. 

I had a rather interesting case of fracture of the jaw 
in a big harness horse. The horse was taken into 
a paddock and was fastened to a big wooden sledge for 
him to draw around the paddock, but after it was 
nicely fastened he jumped the fence, about 4 feet high, 
with a drop of about 8 feet at the other side, with the 
result that 4 dropped in the lane at the other side right 
on to his teeth. The owner sent for me, and I came to 
the conclusion that the best thing to do was to take 
away the broken incisor teeth. I sent to a blacksmith 
near by for a pair of pincers and removed the tooth that 
was most broken. To my amazement the palatine bone 
came away, and of course, the palatine artery was 
lacerated. I tried different things to stop the bleeding, 
but came to the conclusion that I should have to cast 
him and try to pick up the artery. Whilst waiting for 
hobbles, I took bim into a loose box and fastened his 
head high up, and to my amazement the bleeding 
stopped immediately. The next morning he was let 
loose. He fed and went on all right. : 

My experience with regard to eversion of the rectum 
in sows in similar to Mr. Sampson’s. In one case that I 
remember, I was called to look at acalf with the rectum 
everted. I advised slaughter, but the owner did not 
wish this. The farmer’s wife held the calf up whilst 
I put the everted rectum back again, but I had no faith 
in putting it back as it was badly tumified. The calf 
went on and did well. 

I thank Mr. Hudson very much for his paper. 

Mr. T. Bowert: I should like to thank Mr. Hudson 
very much for his interesting paper. I might also tell 
you that it is only a sort of minor show of his 
capabilities in surgery, because I know of several cases 
which he could have brought forward which would have 
been very interesting. have had three cases that 
I can remember of prolapsed rectum in colts which 
occurred about the same time as the cases referred to by 
Mr. Hudson. Not being such an able surgeon as 
Mr. Hudson, I did not attempt operation. I used 
medicinal remedies, and had success in all cases. In 
the first case, the prolapse was similar to that referred 
to by Mr. Lloyd in the case of the calf. In about ten 
days the whole of the thing sloughed off, »nd I went 
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one morning and the owner showed me the portion that 
had sloughed away. The colt never ailed any more. I 
fed the animals on treacle and bran mash, and milk. 

In one case there was no sloughing at all. The 
prolapse seemed to diminish in size, and one morning 
when I went the thing had gone in, and I thought 
perhaps it had sloughed as the other had done. The 
next day it was out again, but it again went back. I 
then treated it with ries in the rectum with satis- 
factory results. I had a case of imperforate hymen in a 
bitch. This was a valuable pointer, and could not be 
served by the dog. There seemed to be a cord across. 
I removed the cord and left her alone. About a week 
afterwards I examined, and found that the roof and the 
floor of the vagina had grown together, and, of course, 
I had to force a . After that I kept the vagina 
plugged for some time. When she came in season she 
was put to the dog, and to the owner’s astonishment she 
could not hold him. 

I should like to ask if it is necessary in cases of 
fracture of the jaw to use any mouth wash. 


REPLty. 


Mr. President and gentlemen,—In carrying out this 
operation on everted rectum one would hesitate to do it 
if there were a possibility of getting it back by any 
other means. There is no doubt that in many cases it 
is possible. I had a case in which it came out as big as 
a teacup and it yielded to replacement by the owner 
whenever it was seen. 

There is just a question of whether I was wise in oper- 
ating, because it was a lot of trouble, but a case must 
be —— as worth while whilst there is a chance of 
life, if the animal is of any value. Whether if the stink- 
ing mass had been retained I could have saved the ani- 
mal I do not know. 

Mr. Fletcher mentioned that blistering is useful in 
these cases of abscess of the Jaw. It is only recently 
that I have had cases issuing pus. I think that wher- 
ever there is pus I should be inclined to evacuate and 
syringe out. There is no doubt that blistering does a 

t deal of good in certain cases, but I am very doubt- 
ul of any benefit derived from it where there is pus in 
the interior. 

In cases of fracture of the jaw there is certainly a 
tendency with dogs to try to get the tapes off. In 
those cases I have mentioned an injection of Morphia 
had been given, and it is often of benefit in preventing 
a dog from scratching, and by the time the effects have 
worn off he has got somewhat used to the muzzle on his 
nose. The muzzle I have adopted is similar to a ferret 
muzzle. 

In Mr. Nixon’s case, it is not clear as to the extent 
of the division of the tendon. Even if both tendons 
had been divided I see no reason—if the wound could 
be kept clean, why the case should not have been satis- 
factory. One or two veterinary surgeons round our 
way have been doubtful as to whether there is any 
difference in the test between tendon synovia and 
joint synovia. I do not know whether you are in the 

bit of applying the test of getting the discharge in 
the palm of the hand, and rubbing it with your finger. 
It occurs to me that it is not common to get frothing in 
the tendon synovia when this test is applied. 

Regarding Mr. Lloyd’s case of Imperforate Hymen in 


cases of cattle, I do not think it is common to get the | grea 


discharge. Whether it can become septic without any 
opening it is difficult to say. 

I thank you Mr. President and Gentlemen for the 
cordial way in which you have received my paper. 

The PresipENT :—Gentlemen, I move that a hearty 
vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. Hudson for his 
interesting paper. His cases have certainly interested 











all of us, and it is a sort of paper that we can enjoy at 
any time. According to Mr. Bowett, we can call upon 
Mr. Hudson again, use we know that he has not 
exhausted himself. The time which he has had to 

repare his paper has been very short. We trust that 
. will take notes in the future of cases in which he 
has operated, and give us a similar paper later on. 

Mr. M. Rostnson :--I have much pleasure in second- 
ing the vote of thanks to Mr. Hudson for his able and 
interesting paper, and am sorry that there are so few 
present to hear his remarks on the very interesting 
cases he has submitted. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Hupson :—Mr. President and Gentlemen, I thank 

ou very much for your kind vote of thanks. It has 
n a great pleasure to me to prepare and read the 


r. 
Phe Members then adjourned for dinner. Upon re- 
assembling, the President said :— 

“Gentlemen, Mr. Lloyd has made out a form of 
Resolution with regard to the financial position of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” (The draft 
Resolutions were discussed at some length). 

On the motion of Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, seconded by the 
President, it was resolved :— 

“That the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons be recommended to circularise the pro- 
fession soliciting an annual subscription from Memiats 
of £1 each towards the funds of the Royal College,” 
and on the motion of Mr. S. H. Nixon, seconded by 
Mr. R. Hudson, it was also resolved :— 

“That in the opinion of the Nerth Midland Veter- 
inary Association, it is advisable that the Executive of 
the National Veterinary Association consider the posi- 
tion of veterinary surgeons as affected by the “ Derby 
Scheme,” and the assistance still required by the Army 
Veterinary Corps from eligible members of the pro- 
fession, and that concerted steps should be taken b 
the different associations to get practices which are left 
by eligible men carried on by ineligible members, with- 
out prejudice to the owners of the practices whilst they 
are away.” 

The PreEsIpENT : I have great pleasure in submitting 
a resolution that will commend itself to you from a 
pleasurable point of view. As you all know one of the 
members of our Association, and a fellow townsman, 
has had the unique honour of being signalled out by 
His Majesty for distinguished conduct in France, and 
we cannot do less than offer our sincere congratulations 
to that member of our Association, Major Joseph Abson. 
The resolution that I shall submit for your approval is: 

“That the members of the North Midland Veterinary 
Association offer their hearty congratulations to their 
member, Major Joseph Abson, F.R.C.V.S., upon his being 
Ly rg in despatches, and upon his receipt of the 

Mr. J. S. Luoyp : I have great pleasure in seconding 
the proposal made by the President. I feel sure that 
we all feel it a distinct honour to the members of the 
profession in Sheffield as well as to the members of this 
Association that our townman, Major Abson, should be 
singled out for such distinction. We who know him 
well know that both from his organising and profess- 
ional abilities he is well worthy of the honour bestowed, 
and as Secretary of the Association it will give me 
t pleasure to convey the congratulations of the 
Association to Major Abson. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the 


President. 
J.S. Lioyp, Hon. See. 
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The Law of evidence—Cruelty conviction 
quashed. 


In the King’s Bench Divisional Court, on Tuesday, 
Feb. 1st., before the Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Justice 
‘Sankey and Mr. Justice Low, the case of Courtney v. 
Waters, which had been specially stated by three of the 
magistrates of the Petty Sessional Division of Fareham, 
and which raised a question of the admissibility of cer 
tain evidence on a conviction for causing unnecessary 
suffering toa mare. It raised a most important point 
in magisterial procedure. 

The counsel were, for the appellant (Mr. Ernest 
Courtney, of Wilton) Mr. J. B. Matthews, k.c., and Mr. 
Morle (instructed by Messrs. King Aylward, solicitors, 
Salisbury), and for the respondent (Inspector Waters of 
Portsmouth), Mr. Stuart Bevan (instructed by Mr. S. J. 
Polhill, solicitor, London). 

The case had been stated by the magistrates on the 
application of appellant, Mr. Ernest Courtney, a tailor 
and draper, carrying on the business at Wilton, and 
who in September, 1914, took the tenancy of a farm of 
some 250 acres, called Newlands, Manor Farm, Stubbing- 
ton, Hants. On October, 11th, 1915, the magistrates 
determined an information, preferred by the respondent, 
Charles Henry Waters, an inspector of the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, against James 
Street, who was employed by Mr. Courtney as his farm 
bailiff, and who doe: oe at the farmhouse at Stubbington, 
and was an experienced farmer of many years standing, 
and also against Mr. Courtney, that they had caused un- 
necessary suffering toa mare by omitting to provide 
such animal with necessary care and attention when in 
a diseased and suffering condition. The magistrates 
amended the information by substituting the word 
“unreasonably” before the word “omitting.” Street 
pleaded guilty, and was fined £10 and £1 3s. 6d. costs, 
and the Bench convicted appellant and fined him £15 
and £1 3s. 6d. costs. Mr. Courtney had not resided at 
the farm, but at Wilton, which was forty miles from 
Stubbington, and had visited the farm from time to 
time. 

In cross-examination, Inspector Waters said he went 
to see Mr. Courtney at his business premises at Wilton. 
He was accompanied by two policemen—the Superin- 
tendent of Police at Salisbury and the Sergeant of Police 
at Wilton. Mr. Courtney, addressing the superintendent, 
sail: “Are you here for the purpose of obtaining evi- 
dence against me?” The superintendent, replied : “Cer- 
tainly not. If you think so I will withdraw,” and 
thereupon he and the sergeant withdrew out of hearing. 

Inspector Waters then said to Mr. Courtney: “ We 
are not here for the purpose of obtaining evidence, but 
only for the purpose of obtaining an explanation about 
this horse, and it will be my duty to report the result of 
my enquiries.” 

Counsel, who appeared for appellant at the Petty 
Sessions, thereupon submitted that in the circumstances 
a subsequent statement made by Mr. Courtney was 
inadmissible as evidence, but the magistrates over- 
ruled the objection. 

The questions for the Divisional Court were: 
(1) Whether the magistrates were right in admitting the 
evidence in question? If not, the conviction had to be 
quashed. (2) If they were right in admitting it, 
whether upon the statement of facts they properly 
convicted the appellant? If the answer was “ Yes,” the 
conviction must stand. 

Mr. J. B. Matthews contended that the conviction 
should be quashed, on the ground that the evidence was 
improperly admitted, as the conversation in question 
was not free and voluntary on the part of appellant. 

The Lord Chief Justice: There is no evidence, I 
understand, against the appellant except such as has 

been extracted from the conversation which is now the 





subject under discussion, and if you once rule that out 
as inadmissible then there is no evidence against him. 

Mr. Mattews: That is so, my lord. However rele- 
vant the facts against my client, and whether the 
would or would not have supported the conviction, is 
wholly insufticient. 

Mr. Bevan, for the respondent, submitted that the 
magistrates were quite right in admitting the state- 
ments as evidence. It was not a case in which any 
etm was held out to the appellant of his position 

eing likely to prove better or worse according as to 
whether he made a statement or not. It was the 
Inspector’s duty to go and make inquiries and report, 
and as he said: “ We are not here for the purpose of 
obtaining evidence.” 

Mr. Justice Low: Does that amount to an assurance 
that what appellant said would not be used against him 
in this case ! 

Mr. Bevan: I submit it does not, but if it does, my 
submission is that upon the authority of decided cases 
that does not render the confession inadmissible. 

The Lord Chief Justice, in delivering judgment, said 
the principle involved in the case has been stated b 
Mr. Justice Cave, who said: “ By the law of England, 
to be admissible, a confession must be free and volun- 
tary. If it proceeds from a desire to make reparation 
for a crime it is admissible. If it flows from hope or 
fear excited by a person in authority it is inadmissible.” 

There was no doubt about the principle in law. For 
a very long time it had been the settled law of England 
that a statement could not be used in evidence against a 
person accused of a criminal offence if he was induced 
to make it by hope of some advantage or fear of some 
disadvantage. The sole question in this case was 
whether or not the principle was applicable. This case 
ran very near the line, and the question of fact involved, 
which was really also a matter of law, was whether the 
statement in question held out hope or made any threat 
against the person who was being invited to make 
a statement. 

He had come to the conclusion that, on the whole, 
this statement was one which must be held to fall with- 
in the principle of law already stated, that is to say, 
that it held out hope to the person interrogated. He 
thought that the true view of the case was that 
the appellant was induced to make the statement in 
answer to the questions that were put to him because 
he was told that any statement he might make would 
not be used in evidence against him, and that it was 
merely for the purpose of obtaining explanations, such 
as would necessarily or at least might lead appellant to 
the conclusion that if he gave a satisfactory explana- 
tion to the Inspector, that the prosecution weal not 
proceed. Induced by that hope he gave the informa- 
tion, which was subsequently used in evidence against 
him, and upon which he was convicted. That statement 
was inadmissible in law, it could not be used against 
him in evidence, and as that was the only evidence 
against him the conviction must be quashed. 

Mr. Justice Sankey and Mr. Justice Low expressed 
agreement, and the conviction was quashed. 

Mr. Matthews: With costs, my lord ? 

The Lord Chief Justice: Yes. 

—The Salishury Times and South Wilts Gazette. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 
The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing donation for 1916 to the College funds :— 


Mr. G. Garnett, Hove 
Mr. W. Shipley, Great Yarmouth 
Amount previously acknowledged 
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Profit from a pedigree Large Black Cow. 


On looking through my pig returns for each 
sow the other evening, amongst several good ones, one 
pedigree young Large Black sow particularly caught my 
eye, and I wondered if she had done specially well, or if 
other pedigree pig breeders had the same pleasant tales 
to unfold. Here is her record for 1915 :— 

She farrowed on 7th January, 1915, and had 8 pigs— 
4 boars and 3 sows. I sold five of her pigs for £52 4s., 
retaining three most perfect gilts to add to my herd. 
she farrowed again on 12th July, 1915, and had 12 pigs 
—4 boars and 8 sows. I sold 10 of them for £48 17s. 6d. 
and retained 2 gilts for my own herd. Thus the pigs 
rom one of my Large Black sows during 1915 sold for 
£101 1s. 6d.,and left me 5 most perfect gilts for my 
herd, worth, at least, £50 the lot. The average age of 
those sold was five months, and the average price, 
£6 14s. 9d. 

_I think one may say that few animals on the farm 
give such a good return for such a small capital expendi- 
ture, and such a quick turnover, and I find with my 
open-air system of breeding, medicines or drugs are 
never required.— Yours, etc., S. F. Epee. 

Gallops Homestead, Ditchling, Sussex. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
War Orrice, Lonpon, 8.W. 





Extract from London Gazette, 
Wak Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 4. 


Recuiar Forces. Army VETERINARY Corps. 
Temp. Lieut. to be temp. Capt. :—J. A. Edwards (Jan. 26) 
Temp. Lieut. R. H. McCullough relinquishes his com- 

mission on termination of engagement (Jan. 29). 


Feb. 5. 
Temp. Lieut. to be temp. Capt.:—F. Chambers (Jan. 1). 
Feb. 8. 
Major J. A. B. McGowan to be temp. Lt.-Col. whilst 
holding an appmnt. as Dep. Director of Vet. Services 
(Nov. 6.) 
Coe. to be temp. Majors whilst holding ogpuate as 
sst. Directors of Vet. Services :—R. A. Gooderidge 
(Nov. 6); T. Bone, R. Tindle (Nov. 12). 
To be temp. Capts. :—A. E. Massy (Dec. 11); temp. 
Lieut. W. Andrew (Jan. 30). 
Temp. Lieut. J. C. Thompson relinquishes his commn. 
(Jan. 15). 
Temp. Lieut. F. V. Steward relinquishes his commn. on 
the termination of his contract (Jan. 29). 
To be temp. Lieut. :—R. B. Cockburn (Jan. 27). 
Feb. 9. 
R. J. Stordy to be Lt.-Col. whilst holding an appmnt. as 
Dep. Dir. of Vet. Services (Jan. 11). 
Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts. :—W. A. Morrin (Jan. 
14); T. Gordon (Feb. 1). 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Feb. 7. 
To be temp. Capt. :—Capt. H. Edie (Feb. 8). . 
Feb. 9. 
Capt. E. E. 3eldon to be Asst. Dir. of Vet. Services, and 
granted temp. rank of Maj. whilst so empld. (Nov 12). 
Capt. E. W. Parks to be Asst. Dir. of Vet. Services, and 


Feb. 10. 
To be Lieut. :—A. H. Stroud (Feb. 11). 


The following casualty in the Expeditionary Force 
is reported :— 
WounpED—Sergt. H. Scott, 182. 


The following casualty in the Mediterranean Expe- 
ditionary Force is reported :— 
Wounpep—Pte. H. Warburton, 4777. 








SOME EXAMINATION REPLIES. 


Dear Sir,—The following are a few of the answers by 
qualified veterinarians, to questions set at a recent State 
Board examination, here given verbatim et literatim, which 
are worthy of a reprint. 

‘* Hydrogen Peroxide is prepared by combining 2 parts- 
of O and 2 of H.”’ 

‘* Hydrogen Peroxide is prepared by adding 2 atoms. 
of O to water.’’ 

‘* Hydrogen Peroxide is an acid you made from H 
& whitch is an acid found in water and Peroxide is made 
from Hydrogence and Phosperum made Hydroge and 
Phosperum 1 part HO2. 

Also prepared by introducing Hydrogen Dioxide into- 
water.” 

The difference in the analytical reactions in Mercurous 

and Mercuric Chloride ? 
‘‘Mercurous is a great deal stronger than Mercuric 
Chloride.”’ 
‘‘ The difference analytical reaction between Mercurous: 
Chloride blistering reaction one skin and entestines and’ 
Mercuric Chloride has Chlorene in it that Mercuric that 
gives it a poicon effect toanimal Kingdom. It is for blister- 
ing purposes.’’ 

Solitary Follicle ? 

‘* Tt is a small secentory glands leading to the entestines, 
Is a follicle that goes over the normal period of eruption. 
Does not throw off ovums.”’ 

Action of Ferrous Hydrate in Lead Poisoning ? 

‘* Renders it inert changing it into a different compound.” 

‘* Changes As to an AsI making insoluble soluling in the- 
digestive tract.’’ 

Origin, course and distribution of the Spermatie Artery? 

‘* Originates in the Arotoria artery and it flows to the 
through the Pulmto artery. 

(a) Ext. Pudic. 

(b) Post. Aorta. 2. Ext. Iliac. 3. Femoral Ext. Pudic,. 
Spermatic.’’ 

Origin, course and distribution of the Radial Nerve? 

‘* (a) Brachial plexus. 

‘* (b) Is distributed to all the muscles in region of Radius- 
and Carpus.’’ 

‘* They originate in the Thoracit cavity & trace on to the 
larger nerves and there they form with the Cranium 
nerves.”’ 

Comparison of the Stomachs of the Horse, Ox and Dog? 

‘* The stomache of the horse is a small hollering sylindri- 
cal shape & it capacity is abought 18 gallons. The Ox has 
a larger stomache than the horse and it capacity is a bought: 
30 gallons, and the dog has a smaller stomache than any of 
the others its capacity is abought 5 quarts.’’ 





Our methods of examination are not so bad after all. 
M.R.C.V.8. 








The extract under the heading of Protection against: 
Frostbite (p. 355, last week) was from a long article {by 
Prof. S. Delépine. By an accident, his name was omi 





granted temp. rank of Maj. whilst so empld. (Nov. 18). 


from the heading. 
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Horse Warranty Case at Ashbourne. 


At the County Court, before his Honour Judge 
Alan Macpherson, Thomas Roome, 116 Barker Street, 
Derby, carting contractor, claimed the sum of £30 from 
William Brunt, farmer, Upper Mayfield, for breach of 
warranty for a horse. 

Mr. R. S. Clifford defended. 

Mr. Bendle Moore, for the plaintiff, said it was a case 
entirely of fact, the circumstances of which would be 
seen from the evidence. 

Mr. Roome stated that on November 2nd, he, in 
company with a Mr. Boden, of Derby, visited the 
defendant’s farm at Mayfield, for the purpose of pur- 

ing a horse which he had been informed was for 
sale, and which he thought would suit his requirements. 
Brunt showed them the horse, and trotted it on the road 
to test it for them. On being asked how he was sell- 
ing it Brand said he warranted it sound, quiet and a 
Roa worker, except that it “grunted at the stick.” 
then took the horse to Mr. Joseph Harrison’s, 
-- Romne where they attached it toa cart with the 
wheels locked to test it for its wind, and as it made no 
noise when it pulled witness was satisfied with it, and 
the mare, payin Brunt £30 for it, the latter 
5s. “for luck.” Witness received the mare at 
lishment at Derby next day about 12.30. It 
did about 2$ hours’ work and was then sent to the 
blacksmith’s to be shod. Whilst in the blacksmith’s 
yard it fell down, but was got up again, and the man 
started to take it home. In the street it fell down 
again, however, and died a short time afterwards. 
itness wired to defendant toask him to come and look 
at the mare when they failed to get it up, and later, after 
it had died, he communicated with defendant and asked 
him to bring a veterinary surgeon to be present at the 
= amr examination which was going to be made. 
endant came alone and was present at the examina- 
tion. Witness and defendant then tried to come to 
some agreement, but failed, witness offering to lose half 
the money if Brunt would do the same, but the latter 
would not to that. 
i en, Abbey Street, Derby, furniture re- 
mover and cab proprietor, stated that he saw Brunt in 
and ask him if he knew of a straightforward, 
horse, which would suit a working man. Brunt 
ied he had one himself which he would sell for £30. 
itness subsequently visited Brunt’s farm with Mr. 
Roome and saw the mare. After inspecting it and 
epplying one or two tests witness said to Brunt, “ Now 
ore we go any further, how are you selling it?” 
Brunt replied, “I am selling her as quiet, sound, and a 
good worker, only she grunts at the stick.” 

Mr. Alexander Levy, F.R.c.v.8., of Derby, deposed to 
oe 8 post-mortem examination of the mare on 
Novem 
to heart 


returnin 
his esta 


4th. He discovered the animal had succumbed 
t disease, which must have been of old standing. 
The weight of the heart was 18}]bs., and the normal 
weight of a horse’s heart was from 6 to 8 lbs. There 
was a large amount of fluid round the heart, a sample of 
Defendant, givi ioe he verge 
endant, giving evidence on his own stated 
that he bought the mare at an auction sale at [lam on 
October 25 giving He had 
known the mare for some time previous, havin 
frequently seen her at work on that farm. After he had 
purchases her he worked her five days, timber hauling, 
and at eo work, which she did without showing an 
signs o 
except that she “ grunted at the stick,” which, however, 
not affect her wind. When Mr. Roo 
oy t the mare tI per ong ped, he 
er as “quiet, a worker, but she 
ted at the stick.” — 
Honour defendant said that he did not 
mare as “sound,” but he may have used 


19} guineas for her. 


distress, and he believed her to be sound, | Rece 





that expression “she trotted sound.” Horse buyers, he 
ony did not expect a “sound” warranty with a £30 
orse. 

His Honour : Did you yourself think the horse was 
sound ? 

Defendant: I thought she was sound except for 
“ grunting at the stick. se 

is Honour: And if the plaintiff had asked you if it 
was sound you would have said “yes” ? . 

Defendant: Well, a horse that grunts at the stick 
isn’t sound, anybody knows that. 

His Honour : My question is : If plaintiff had asked 
you if it was sound you would have said “ Yes”? 

Defendant : Yes, I suppose I should. : 

Mr. Bendle Moore: If you gave no warranty with 
that horse, as soon as you had sold it you had done with 
it, and had no further interest it? 

Defendant : No. 

Mr. Moore: And it really didn’t concern you what 
happened to that horse after you had sold it and drawn 
that money ? 

Defendant: No. : 

Mr. Moore: Then why did you go to Derby to see it 
after it had died ? 

Defendant : I went to see what was the matter with it. 

His Honour, in summing up, said he had no reason to 
disbelieve the defendant when he said that during the 
few days he had the mare working he saw no signs 
of any serious trouble. He (his Honour) not only 
believed that defendant ee the mare was all righ 
but that he also told plaintiff so, and that he had sai 
the mare was “quiet, sound, a good worker except that 
it grunted at the stick.” Plaintiff had relied on the 
tests applied and also on defendant’s statement, and 
judgment would therefore be for the plaintiff for the full 
amount claimed with costs.— The Buxton Advertiser. 








A curious Hybrid: 


Mr. D. J. Fourie, a farmer of Aberfeldy, Oran 
State, South Africa, had a surprise mag Se 
ewes some weeks ago. One of the ewes 
part ee ee part springbok! It is going on well, it 
ges ough it is being brought up and ted by hand. 
The whole of the body of the animal is sheep: the head, 
neck, and legs are of the springbok type. The lamb has 
all the tricks of the springbok, even to the characteristic 
touch ef moving off, doing so on the jump. It is be- 
lieved that this is the first known instance of a spring- 
bok mating with a sheep.— Harrismith News. 


In The Scottish Farmer of Jan. 6, Professor J. Cossar 
Ewart, writes :— 

Sir—Tegetmeier used to write in the Field about 
a peer hybrids. The half-merino half-springbok 
hybrid, said to have appeared at Aberfeldy, Orange 

ree State, South Africa, is more likely to be a counter- 
feit than a genuine hybrid. Now and in reports 
reach me about sheep-goat hybrids, and when in Mexico 
I heard of sheep-pig hybrids, but trustworthy evidence 
of any kind of sheep hybrids nowhere exists. There is 
no a priori reason why sheep should not prove fertile 
with antelopes, but before admitting that the 
Free State merino ewe had a lamb by a — bok, we 
must have more evidence than is given in the last issue 
of The Scottish Farmer. All the so-called sheep hybrids 
I have seen were obvious reversions towards the e- 
like muffions of Sardinia, or the urials of the jab. 

ntly a cross between a Blackface ram and a Soay 
twins by a Border Leicester ram. One was 


Free 
erino 
a lamb, 


ewe h 


. | pure white, and in make not unlike a Blackface-Leices- 


ter cross; the other to start with, in make and mar 

was like a young muffion. But though deer-like to 
start with, and in the habit of moving-off “on the 
jump,” the dark-coloured lamb eventually acquired the 
coat and other characteristics of an ordinary sheep. 
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Perhaps you may be able later to submit convincing 

i ta “half-sheep and half-springbok” has 
actually been produced. In the head, neck, and limbs 
oaoune epringdok, apart from its colour, is not very 
reat from a young wild sheep of Sardinia (Ams 
musimon). In support of the view that Mr. Fourie’s 
ewe proved fertile to a springbok, it may be mentioned 
that sometimes develop without being fertilised in 
the ordinary way. For example, the ripe eggs of frogs 
sometimes produce tadpoles, if simply punctured by the 
t of a needle, and unfertilised sea-urchin eggs may 
Soeaiop if oo placed in sea water containing an 

t. 


extra amount of sal 





en | 





Veterinary Hospital suggested. 

Mr. D. Cumming, Culter, Aberdeenshire, the presi- 
dent of the North of Scotland Veterinary Society, at a 
meeting of the Society in Aberdeen on Jan. 29th, said 
he was convinced that until they got the same condi- 
tions as the medical profession many valuable animals 
would be lost, not from want of proper treatment, but 
because the treatment was handicapped by the sur- 
roundings of the patient. What they had to strive for 
was a properly equipped veterinary hospital in a central 
position, where they could send their patients when 
their conditions were such that the attending surgeon 
could not do justice to himself or his patient.— 7he 
Scottish Farmer. 


Commenting on the foregoing, The Aberdeen Daily 


Journal says :— 
“ Live stock is the sheet anchor of the farmer. It is 
therefore of the utmost importance that everything 





should be done to strengthen and lengthen their lives 
when sickness or accident overtakes them. A proper! 
canted ponte, with plenty of accommodation an 
the best of skill would prove a t national asset. 
The financing and management of such an institution 
should not present insurmountable obstacles.” 








Representations have been made to the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries that a number of cases of 
disease amongst agricultural horses have been due 
to contact with military horses, or to the presence of 
such horses in the locality. 

While the conditions prevailing in war render it 
almost impossible to prevent isolated cases occurring in 
which disease is so spread, it cannot be overlooked that 
even in normal times equine diseases are by no means 
infrequent in this country. 

The Army Council have issued instructions that the 
utmost care is to be taken to obviate possible injury to 
agricultural and other horses by the presence of infected 
military horses, but absolute immunity from such 
injury cannot be effected unless agricultural and other 
horse owners themselves render assistance. 

The President of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, therefore, desires to impress on agriculturists 
the great importance of taking all possibie steps to 
prevent the spread of disease, and to co-operate with 
the military authorities as closely as possible to achieve 
this object. 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
4 Whitehall Place, London, S.W. 
8th February, 1916. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 




































































Foot- oF 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.+ | Serasitic Swine Fever. 
Disease. ge. } 
Out- | Ani- Ont- | Ani- 77. | Sheep 
Period. reaks| mais. | Out- | Ani- Jbreake| mais.) Ott | AD! | Scab] Ont- Blaugh. 
breaks! mals. Poth ° breaks ° 
Riv emis meee Tee (a) (a) (b) (b) (d) (a) rtf 
Gz. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Feb. 5] 13 13 2) 2 91} 209 12 83 236 
1915 =... | 27 «| «29 2 2} t t 13 68 280 
ey 1914 :..| 19 | 22 2| 8] 94] 190] 13] 61 | $69 
1913...) 13 | 13 6| 71 90! 170] 11] 38 | 368 
Total for 6 weeks, 1916 eo oe 8} 26] 581| 1547] 109] 468 | 1480 
1915 =... | 115 | 129 5\- @It t 92] 475 | 2062 
~~ 1914... | 117_'| 127 11| 34] 522| 1035] 84] 298 | 2551 
1918 ..| 73 | 84 21| 77| 512| 1180] 68} 213 | 2638 














t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(2) Confirmed, (0) Reported by Local Authorities 


¢ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Kent 1, City of Edinburgh 1. 





Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 8, 1916 























| Outbreaks 3 
IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 5 | 2 15 3 15 
| | 
EE tae nest Main | 2 23 16 
Corresponding Week in { 1914 ...] ...  ... See 4 30 5 34 
ent Gptant line fee a om teed over hin + ee yea» 
| ) 
Total for 6 weeks, 1916 ot ind x. te ions 1) od ll 100 | 21 52 
Se TL, ek Mon | ts Hew 7 92 | 20 5 
Correspending period in ; 1914 ... | ... | ... 2 23 pee os 21 148 20 1 
ee ee Le 57 114 | 28 152 

















of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb . 7, 1916 


Norz.—The figures for tte Current Year are approximate only. 


* As diseased or Exposed to Infection. 








